
Reimagining 
North Campus

Comprehensive Master Plan 
Update

Kelly Hayes McAlonie
Tonga Pham



Ta
bl

e 
of

 C
on

te
nt

s

History of North 
Campus

Comprehensive 
Master Plan

North Campus Plan

Workshop Topics / 
Listening Session



History of the University at Buffalo

UB unveils 
Main Street Campus Master 

Plan 

O’Brian Hall opens 
— first building on 

North Campus

UB joins SUNY as 
University at Buffalo

University of Buffalo was 
founded as a School of 

Medicine 

1846 1962

1920 1974

Jacobs School of 
Medicine and 

Biomedical Sciences 
open at Downtown 

Campus

2016



History of North Campus

Ground Breaking for 
Ellicott Complex

Baird Point is 
Dedicated |

Lake Beautification

O’Brian Hall 
Opens 

First Academic Building

Sasaki Master Plan for 
North Campus is 

Unveiled

1968 1974

1968 1978

Student Union and 
Alumni Hall Open 

First Student 
Centered Buildings 

on Campus

1985



History of North Campus

Stadium Opens |
Gateway to Division 

1 Athletics

UB Commons Opens |
Only University 

Development Corp 
Building Realized

1990 1994

1993

2012 - 15

Heart of the 
Campus 
Realized

Davis Hall |
Grace Plaza Open
Complete Precinct 
and Student Quad

Center for the Arts
Opens

2010 - 11
Lee Circle and 

Greiner Hall Open

2016 - 20



Myths of North Campus

Campus was designed 
in response to protests 
on South Campus in 

late 1960s
MYTH

FACT Campus was being 
planned in mid-1960s 
before the protests. It 

was designed consistent 
with highest principles of 

leading modernist 
architects of the time. 

Campus was designed 
to discourage students 

from gathering

The campus was designed to 
accommodate 40,000 

students. The administration 
worked with the student 
association to develop a 
strategy for small student 
quads and unions – that 

SUNY never funded. 

Campus was located 
in Amherst to break 
from City of Buffalo

Many options were considered 
for expanded UB. Architects 

determined that South 
Campus was not large enough 
and Waterfront too far away to 

shuttle students back and 
forth. Student experience was 
of paramount importance to 

administration. 



Building UB 
The Comprehensive 

Master Plan
2009

REDUCE deferred maintenance and 
address priority infrastructure

CREATE Downtown Campus by moving the 
JSMBS from South Campus

REVITALIZE South Campus as a 
Professional Studies Campus

REIMAGINE North Campus as an 
Undergraduate and Research Center

IMPROVE the campus life experience 
at all three centers 



2000s
Develop 
the Plan

2010s
Build 

Downtown 
Campus

2020s
Revitalize

South
Campus

2030s
Reimagine 

North
Campus

Actualizing UB Comprehensive Master Plan



Campus Planning 
Realize Sasaki 1970 Plan

• Strengthen Spine 
• Develop Lee Road
• Celebrate Lake LaSalle

Architectural | Landscape 
Architectural
• Wellness & Recreation Center
• Renovate Brutalist buildings w/ 

SHPO standards
• Rejuvenate the Promenade
• Rethink Mary Talbert Way
• Create Student Oval
• Connect Pathways to Baird 

Point
• Rethink Greenspaces and 

Parking Lots

Programmatic:
• Create HOTC
• Consolidate and Strengthen 

 University Libraries
• Grow CAS | SEAS | SOM | Law
• Modernize Athletics Facilities

Reimagine 
North Campus Plan

Celebrate 
Lake LaSalle

Develop 
Lee Rd 
Precinct

Strengthen 
Spine

Agrusa 
Hall

Int Res / 
AI & Society



Strengthen the Spine

Consolidate and 
modernize Libraries

Create Heart 
of the Campus

Create Classroom 
Precincts

Consolidate Schools 
and College of Arts & 

Sciences







Celebrate Lake LaSalle

Extend and enhance 
pedestrian/cycle access

Locate recreation to 
access lake

Place student housing 
along lake

Improve lake and 
nearby amenities





Develop Lee Road Precinct

Wellness and 
Recreation Center

Student housing Light rail transit Community-facing 
assets



Future Lee Road Projects



Student-Centric Campus



Cooke & Hoch. 
5th Floor - 2016

HOTC 
Phase 3
2022

Cooke 
Hochstetter

Lockwood
Library

 

O’Brian
Hall

REIMAGINING NORTH CAMPUS
CAPITAL PROJECTS COMPLETION TIMELINE

Agrusa Hall
2029

HOTC 
Phase 1&2

2015

Facilities 
Master Plan
2011

Davis Hall
2012

New Rec & 
Wellness Center

Inter Res 
AI & Soc
2031

HOTC 
Talbert Hall

Science
Ed Reno
2030



Agrusa 
Hall

Int Res / 
AI & Society

One World Cafe



Agrusa 
Hall

Int Res / 
AI & Society

The Landing @ Ellicott
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Develop 
Lee Rd 
Precinct

Agrusa 
Hall

Int Res / 
AI & Society

Exterior material choices allow the Sports Performance Center to present as a visually 
logical extension of the existing Field House. The clean façade demonstrates commendable 

restraint where other campus sports facilities tend to over-brand.” 

Brittany Murchie Mulla Sports 
Performance Center



Agrusa 
Hall

Int Res / 
AI & Society

Student Union



Agrusa 
Hall

Int Res / 
AI & Society

Agrusa Hall
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Agrusa 
Hall

Int Res / 
AI & Society

Lockwood Library



Agrusa 
Hall

Int Res / 
AI & Society

Interdisciplinary Research and AI & Society 



Agrusa 
Hall

Int Res / 
AI & Society

Baird Hall Classrooms



Silverman Library
Front Entrance

Complete: Aug 2024
$1.3M
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Renovation of Computing Center into 
Science Education Center

Develop 
Lee Rd 
Precinct

Strengthen 
Spine

Agrusa 
Hall

Int Res / 
AI & Society



Agrusa 
Hall

Int Res / 
AI & Society

Future Wellness and Recreation Building



Agrusa 
Hall

Int Res / 
AI & Society

Questions for Discussion

What is Missing on 
Campus?

What Areas Should 
We Focus On?

What is the Best 
Part of North 

Campus?



How did we/I do?
Complete the session survey 
using your smart device:

Scan the QR code provided on 
your schedule. 
OR
Scan the QR code shown here.
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